[Plasma erythropoietin levels of kidney transplant patients in the early period after transplantation].
Plasma erythropoietin (EPO) levels were assessed in 51 uraemic patients immediately after kidney transplantations and in 16 healthy subjects. Before transplantation EPO levels were significantly higher than in normals. In patients with acute renal failure of the transplanted kidney, a significant increase of plasma EPO level was noticed. Such an increase of plasma EPO was absent in patients with a normally functioning kidney transplant. In these last patients normalization of plasma EPO was found during the first month after transplantation. No significant correlation was found between plasma EPO level and the haematocrit value in kidney transplant patients. From results obtained in this study it seems, that factors other than EPO are also involved in the pathogenesis of anaemia in patients at the early phase after kidney transplantation.